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PRIMARY SOURCE WORKSHEET 

 
“REPORT ON MANUFACTURERS,” ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 2ND CONG., 971–72. 
In A Century of Lawmaking for a New Nation: U.S. Congressional Documents and Debates, 1774–1875 
(online exhibition), The Library of Congress, http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw. 



	  

For related educational resources, visit www.presidentsvision.org 
 

	  
	  

 
QUESTIONS 
Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. 
1. The “Report on Manufacturers” was written by the Secretary of the Treasury. Who served in this role 

in Washington’s cabinet? 
2. Who was the intended audience for this report? 
3. Why did the author write this report? 
4. What action does the author advocate? 
5. Why does the author think that his policy will yield favorable results? Be specific. 
6. The author alludes to a change in public opinion toward this topic. What is the change he notes, and 

when did it take place? 
7. What insight does this report give us regarding the author’s role in Washington’s administration? 
8. List three things this report tells you about life in the United States at the time it was written. 
 
ACTIVITIES 
Use your text and other print and online resources to complete the following activities. 
1. During Washington’s presidency, political groups strengthened within his administration. The most 

notable of these were the Federalists, led by Alexander Hamilton, and the Democratic-Republicans, led 
by Thomas Jefferson. Compare and contrast the Federalists and the Democratic-Republicans. How 
were their views on government, the economy, and foreign affairs similar or different? Explain how 
the “Report on Manufactures” supports Alexander Hamilton’s Federalist ideology. 

2. Thomas Jefferson believed the United States should develop as an agrarian nation—that is, as a nation 
in which farming and agriculture are emphasized. Compare the course of action recommended in the 
“Report on Manufactures” with what Jefferson would recommend. 

 
 


