DRAFT RELEASE

Date: 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: (name/title/phone)

(CITY, STATE) – Beginning     (date/time/place)   ,     (name of sponsor)    will present “Jasper, Texas: The Healing of a Community in Crisis,” an exhibition organized by Dr. Ricardo Ainslie in collaboration with documentary photographer Sarah Wilson and produced by Humanities Texas, the state affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities.

On the morning of June 7, 1998, the body of James Byrd Jr. was discovered in front of an African American church near Jasper, Texas. James Byrd was the victim of a hate crime that shocked and devastated the small East Texas town. “Jasper, Texas” explores the impact of the murder on the community and emphasizes the vital role local ministers played in keeping the peace in the days and months following Byrd’s death. 
“Jasper, Texas” focuses attention on the strength of Jasper’s community—a subject often overlooked when the eyes of an international audience were focused on the gruesome crime and subsequent turmoil. The exhibition offers images of the idyllic Huff Creek Road, its residents and the church where Byrd’s battered body was discovered.

The exhibition will be available to the public from    (starting date)    to    (closing date)   . 

For more information about viewing hours or to arrange group visits, contact

    (name/title)    at    (number)   . 

Humanities Texas develops and supports diverse programs across the state, including lectures, oral history projects, teacher institutes, traveling exhibitions and documentary films. For more information, please visit Humanities Texas online at http://www.humanitiestexas.org or call 512.440.1991.

