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SLAVERY AND THE APPROACH TO WAR: A CHRONOLOGY

1780s Northern states begin to abolish slavery

1787 Northwest Ordinance bans slavery in NW Territory (Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,
Michigan, Wisconsin)

1788 US Constitution adopted, including “three-fifths” and “fugitive slave” clauses

1820 Missouri Compromise admits Missouri as a slave state and bans slavery in rest of
Louisiana Purchase north of 36º30'

1830s Abolitionists organize and agitate against slavery

1846 Mexican War begins; Congress begins debating slavery in territory to be acquired

1850 Compromise of 1850 concerning slavery in Mexican cession: California becomes
a free state; New Mexico and Utah Territories created with no ban on slavery;
new Fugitive Slave Act stiffens provisions for recovering runaway slaves

1852 Uncle Tom’s Cabin published

1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act repeals Missouri Compromise and designates two territories
with no restraint on slavery.  Republican Party organizes

1855–58 “Bleeding Kansas”: pro- and anti-slavery settler factions wage guerilla war

1856 Buchanan (Democrat) elected president over Fremont (Republican) and Fillmore
(Whig/Know-Nothing)

1857 Supreme Court issues Dred Scott decision, saying Congress cannot ban slavery in
territories and that blacks, even if free, cannot have rights of citizens

1858 Buchanan fails to make Kansas a slave state; Lincoln-Douglas debates in Illinois

1859 John Brown’s raid on federal arsenal in Harper’s Ferry, Virginia

1860 Nov Lincoln (Republican) elected president over Douglas (Northern Democrat),
Breckinridge (Southern Democrat), & Bell (Constitutional Union)
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SECESSION AND CIVIL WAR: A CHRONOLOGY

1860 Nov Lincoln (Republican) elected president over Douglas (Northern Democrat),
Breckinridge (Southern Democrat), & Bell (Constitutional Union)

Dec Senator John C. Crittenden presents compromise proposals to avert disunion

Dec South Carolina secedes, followed shortly by Mississippi, Florida, Alabama,
Georgia, Louisiana, & Texas

1861 Feb Confederacy organized at Montgomery, Alabama

Mar Lincoln inaugurated

Apr Firing on Fort Sumter; Lincoln calls for troops and proclaims blockade; Virginia
secedes and joins Confederacy

May Arkansas, Tennessee, and North Carolina secede; Confederate capital moved to
Richmond

Jul Battle of First Bull Run (or First Manassas)

1862 Jun Lee takes command for Confederates in Virginia

Sep Lincoln issues preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, declaring intent to free
slaves in rebel-held territory on Jan 1st, 1863

1863 Jan Lincoln issues Emancipation Proclamation

Jul Battle of Gettysburg

1864 Mar Grant takes command of all Union armies

Nov Lincoln wins re-election

1865 Feb US Congress adopts Thirteenth Amendment, abolishing slavery

Mar Lincoln inaugurated for his second term

Apr Richmond captured; Lee surrenders; Lincoln assassinated

May Last Confederates surrender

Dec Thirteenth Amendment ratified
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FROM THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION

I. SLAVERY

Article I, section 2

“Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be
included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by
adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of
Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.”

*     *     *     *     *
Article I, section 9

“The migration of Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think
proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight
hundred and eight.”

*     *     *     *     *
Article IV, section 2

“No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into
another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such
Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or
Labour may be due.”

II. RATIFICATION

Article VII

“The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the Establishment of
this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same.”
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Crittenden Compromise Resolutions 

 

        Senator John Crittenden 

           December 18, 1860 
 
 
A joint resolution (S. No. 50) proposing certain amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States. 
 
 Whereas serious and alarming dissensions have arisen between the northern and southern 
states, concerning the rights and security of the rights of the slaveholding States, and especially 
their rights in the common territory of the United States; and whereas it is eminently desirable 
and proper that these dissensions, which now threaten the very existence of this Union, should be 
permanently quieted and settled by constitutional provisions, which shall do equal justice to all 
sections, and thereby restore to all the people that peace and good-will which ought to prevail 
between all the citizens of the United States: Therefore,  
 

 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of  

America in Congress assembled, (two thirds of both Houses concurring,) That the following 
articles be, and are hereby, proposed and submitted as amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of said Constitution, when 
ratified by conventions of three-fourths of the several States:  
 
Article 1. 
  

In all the territory of the United States now held, or hereafter acquired, situate north of 36 
degrees 30 minutes, slavery or involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime, is 
prohibited while such territory shall remain under territorial government. In all the territory south 
of said line of latitude, slavery of the African race is hereby recognized as existing, and shall not 
be interfered with by Congress, but shall be protected as property by all the departments of the 
territorial government during its continuance. And when any territory, north or south of said line, 
within such boundaries as Congress may prescribe, shall contain the population requisite for a 
member of Congress according to the then Federal ratio of representation of the people of the 
United States, it shall, if its form of government be republican, be admitted into the Union, on an 
equal footing with the original States, with or without slavery, as the constitution of such new 
State may provide. 
 
Article 2.  
 

Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery in places under its exclusive jurisdiction, 
and situate within the limits of States that permit the holding of slaves. 
 
Article 3.  
 

Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery within the District of Columbia, so long 
as it exists in the adjoining States of Virginia and Maryland, or either, nor without the consent of 
the inhabitants, nor without just compensation first made to such owners of slaves as do not 
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consent to such abolishment. Nor shall Congress at any time prohibit officers of the Federal 
Government, or members of Congress, whose duties require them to be in said District, from 
bringing with them their slaves, and holding them as such during the time their duties may 
require them to remain there, and afterwards taking them from the District. 
 
Article 4. 
 

Congress shall have no power to prohibit or hinder the transportation of slaves from one 
State to another, or to a Territory, in which slaves are by law permitted to be held, whether that 
transportation be by land, navigable river, or by the sea. 
 
Article 5.  
 

That in addition to the provisions of the third paragraph of the second section of the 
fourth article of the Constitution of the United States, Congress shall have power to provide by 
law, and it shall be its duty so to provide, that the United States shall pay to the owner who shall 
apply for it, the full value of his fugitive slave in all cases where the marshal or other officer 
whose duty it was to arrest said fugitive was prevented from so doing by violence or 
intimidation, or when, after arrest, said fugitive was rescued by force, and the owner thereby 
prevented and obstructed in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery of his fugitive slave under 
the said clause of the Constitution and the laws made in pursuance thereof. And in all such cases, 
when the United States shall pay for such fugitive, they shall have the right, in their own name, 
to sue the county in which said violence, intimidation, or rescue was committed, and to recover 
from it, with interest and damages, the amount paid by them for said fugitive slave. And the said 
county, after it has paid said amount to the United States, may, for its indemnity, sue and recover 
from the wrong-doers or rescuers by whom the owner was prevented from the recovery of his 
fugitive slave, in like manner as the owner himself might have sued and recovered. 
 
Article 6.  
 

No future amendment of the Constitution shall affect the five preceding articles; nor the 
third paragraph of the second section of the first article of the Constitution; nor the third 
paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of said Constitution; and no amendment will 
be made to the Constitution which shall authorize or give to Congress any power to abolish or 
interfere with slavery in any of the States by whose laws it is, or may be, allowed or permitted.  
 
 And whereas, also, besides those causes of dissension embraced in the foregoing 
amendments proposed to the Constitution of the United States, there are others which come 
within the jurisdiction of Congress, and may be remedied by its legislative power; and whereas it 
is the desire of Congress, so far as its power will extend, to remove all just cause for the popular 
discontent and agitation which now disturb the peace of the country, and threaten the stability of 
its institutions; Therefore, 
 
1. Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of  

America, in Congress assembled, That the laws now in force for the recovery of fugitive slaves 
are in strict pursuance of the plain and mandatory provisions of the Constitution, and have been 
sanctioned as valid and constitutional by the judgment of the Supreme Court of the United 
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States.; that the slaveholding States are entitled to the faithful observance and execution of those 
laws, and that they ought not to be repealed, or so modified or changed as to impair their 
efficiency; and that laws ought to be made for the punishment of those who attempt by rescue of 
the slave, or other illegal means, to hinder or defeat the due execution of said laws. 
 
2. That all State laws which conflict with the fugitive slave acts of Congress, or any other 
constitutional acts of Congress, or which, in their operation, impede, hinder, or delay the free 
course and due execution of any of said acts, are null and void by the plain provisions of the 
Constitution of the United States; yet those State laws, void as they are, have given color to 
practices, and led to consequences, which have obstructed the due administration and execution 
of acts of Congress, and especially the acts for the delivery of fugitive slaves, and have thereby 
contributed much to the discord and commotion now prevailing. Congress, therefore, in the 
present perilous juncture, does not deem it improper, respectfully and earnestly to recommend 
the repeal of those laws to the several States which have enacted them, or such legislative 
corrections or explanations of them as may prevent their being used or perverted to such 
mischievous purposes.  
 
3. That the act of the 18th of September, 1850, commonly called the fugitive slave law, ought to 
be so amended as to make the fee of the commissioner, mentioned in the eighth section of the 
act, equal in amount in the cases decided by him, whether his decision be in favor of or against 
the claimant. And to avoid misconstruction, the last clause of the fifth section of said act, which 
authorizes the person holding a warrant for the arrest or detention of a fugitive slave, to summon 
to his aid the posse comitatus, and which declares it to be the duty of all good citizens to assist 
him in its execution, ought to be so amended as to expressly limit the authority and duty to cases 
in which there shall be resistance or danger of resistance or rescue. 
 
4. That the laws for the suppression of the African slave trade, and especially those prohibiting 
the importation of slaves in the United States, ought to be made effectual, and ought to be 
thoroughly executed; and all further enactments necessary to those ends ought to be promptly 
made. 
 
 
Source: Congressional Globe, 36

th
 Congress, 2

nd
 Session, 114. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

p. 6



 15

South Carolina Ordinance of Secession 

              December 20, 1860 

 

An Ordinance to dissolve the union between the State of South Carolina and other States united 
with her under the compact entitled "The Constitution of the United States of America."  
 

We, the people of the State of South Carolina, in convention assembled, do declare and ordain, 
and it is hereby declared and ordained, That the ordinance adopted by us in convention on the 
twenty-third day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, 
whereby the Constitution of the United States of America was ratified, and also all acts and parts 
of acts of the General Assembly of this State ratifying amendments of the said Constitution, are 
hereby repealed; and that the union now subsisting between South Carolina and other States, 
under the name of the "United States of America," is hereby dissolved.  
 

Done at Charleston the twentieth day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty.  

 
Source: Frank Moore, ed. The Rebellion Record (11 vols., New York: G.P. Putnam,  1864) 

1: 2 
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          South Carolina Declaration of Causes of Secession 

              

             December 24, 1860 

 

Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina 

from the Federal Union. 

 

The people of the State of South Carolina, in Convention assembled, on the 26th day of 
April, A.D., 1852, declared that the frequent violations of the Constitution of the United States, 
by the Federal Government, and its encroachments upon the reserved rights of the States, fully 
justified this State in then withdrawing from the Federal Union; but in deference to the opinions 
and wishes of the other slaveholding States, she forbore at that time to exercise this right. Since 
that time, these encroachments have continued to increase, and further forbearance ceases to be a 
virtue. 
 

And now the State of South Carolina having resumed her separate and equal place among 
nations, deems it due to herself, to the remaining United States of America, and to the nations of 
the world, that she should declare the immediate causes which have led to this act. 

 
In the year 1765, that portion of the British Empire embracing Great Britain, undertook to 

make laws for the government of that portion composed of the thirteen American Colonies. A 
struggle for the right of self-government ensued, which resulted, on the 4th of July, 1776, in a 
Declaration, by the Colonies, "that they are, and of right ought to be, FREE AND 
INDEPENDENT STATES; and that, as free and independent States, they have full power to levy 
war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things 
which independent States may of right do." 
 

They further solemnly declared that whenever any "form of government becomes 
destructive of the ends for which it was established, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish 
it, and to institute a new government." Deeming the Government of Great Britain to have 
become destructive of these ends, they declared that the Colonies "are absolved from all 
allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of 
Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved." 
 

In pursuance of this Declaration of Independence, each of the thirteen States proceeded to 
exercise its separate sovereignty; adopted for itself a Constitution, and appointed officers for the 
administration of government in all its departments-- Legislative, Executive and Judicial. For 
purposes of defense, they united their arms and their counsels; and, in 1778, they entered into a 
League known as the Articles of Confederation, whereby they agreed to entrust the 
administration of their external relations to a common agent, known as the Congress of the 
United States, expressly declaring, in the first Article "that each State retains its sovereignty, 
freedom and independence, and every power, jurisdiction and right which is not, by this 
Confederation, expressly delegated to the United States in Congress assembled." 
 

Under this Confederation the war of the Revolution was carried on, and on the 3rd of 
September, 1783, the contest ended, and a definite Treaty was signed by Great Britain, in which 
she acknowledged the independence of the Colonies in the following terms:  
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"ARTICLE 1-- His Britannic Majesty acknowledges the said United States, viz: New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina and Georgia, to be FREE, SOVEREIGN AND INDEPENDENT 
STATES; that he treats with them as such; and for himself, his heirs and successors, 
relinquishes all claims to the government, propriety and territorial rights of the same and 
every part thereof." 
 
Thus were established the two great principles asserted by the Colonies, namely: the right 

of a State to govern itself; and the right of a people to abolish a Government when it becomes 
destructive of the ends for which it was instituted. And concurrent with the establishment of 
these principles, was the fact that each Colony became and was recognized by the mother 
Country a FREE, SOVEREIGN AND INDEPENDENT STATE. 
 

In 1787, Deputies were appointed by the States to revise the Articles of Confederation, 
and on 17th of September, 1787, these Deputies recommended for the adoption of the States, the 
Articles of Union, known as the Constitution of the United States. 
 

The parties to whom this Constitution was submitted, were the several sovereign States; 
they were to agree or disagree, and when nine of them agreed the compact was to take effect 
among those concurring; and the General Government, as the common agent, was then invested 
with their authority. 
 

If only nine of the thirteen States had concurred, the other four would have remained as 
they then were-- separate, sovereign States, independent of any of the provisions of the 
Constitution. In fact, two of the States did not accede to the Constitution until long after it had 
gone into operation among the other eleven; and during that interval, they each exercised the 
functions of an independent nation. 
 

By this Constitution, certain duties were imposed upon the several States, and the 
exercise of certain of their powers was restrained, which necessarily implied their continued 
existence as sovereign States. But to remove all doubt, an amendment was added, which declared 
that the powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the States, respectively, or to the people. On the 23d May, 1788, South 
Carolina, by a Convention of her People, passed an Ordinance assenting to this Constitution, and 
afterwards altered her own Constitution, to conform herself to the obligations she had 
undertaken. 
 

Thus was established, by compact between the States, a Government with definite objects 
and powers, limited to the express words of the grant. This limitation left the whole remaining 
mass of power subject to the clause reserving it to the States or to the people, and rendered 
unnecessary any specification of reserved rights. 
 

We hold that the Government thus established is subject to the two great principles 
asserted in the Declaration of Independence; and we hold further, that the mode of its formation 
subjects it to a third fundamental principle, namely: the law of compact. We maintain that in 
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every compact between two or more parties, the obligation is mutual; that the failure of one of 
the contracting parties to perform a material part of the agreement, entirely releases the 
obligation of the other; and that where no arbiter is provided, each party is remitted to his own 
judgment to determine the fact of failure, with all its consequences. 
 

In the present case, that fact is established with certainty. We assert that fourteen of the 
States have deliberately refused, for years past, to fulfill their constitutional obligations, and we 
refer to their own Statutes for the proof. 
 

The Constitution of the United States, in its fourth Article, provides as follows:  
 

"No person held to service or labor in one State, under the laws thereof, escaping into 
another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such 
service or labor, but shall be delivered up, on claim of the party to whom such service or 
labor may be due." 
 
This stipulation was so material to the compact, that without it that compact would not 

have been made. The greater number of the contracting parties held slaves, and they had 
previously evinced their estimate of the value of such a stipulation by making it a condition in 
the Ordinance for the government of the territory ceded by Virginia, which now composes the 
States north of the Ohio River. 
 

The same article of the Constitution stipulates also for rendition by the several States of 
fugitives from justice from the other States. 
 

The General Government, as the common agent, passed laws to carry into effect these 
stipulations of the States. For many years these laws were executed. But an increasing hostility 
on the part of the non-slaveholding States to the institution of slavery, has led to a disregard of 
their obligations, and the laws of the General Government have ceased to effect the objects of the 
Constitution. The States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa, have 
enacted laws which either nullify the Acts of Congress or render useless any attempt to execute 
them. In many of these States the fugitive is discharged from service or labor claimed, and in 
none of them has the State Government complied with the stipulation made in the Constitution. 
The State of New Jersey, at an early day, passed a law in conformity with her constitutional 
obligation; but the current of anti-slavery feeling has led her more recently to enact laws which 
render inoperative the remedies provided by her own law and by the laws of Congress. In the 
State of New York even the right of transit for a slave has been denied by her tribunals; and the 
States of Ohio and Iowa have refused to surrender to justice fugitives charged with murder, and 
with inciting servile insurrection in the State of Virginia. Thus the constituted compact has been 
deliberately broken and disregarded by the non-slaveholding States, and the consequence follows 
that South Carolina is released from her obligation. 
 

The ends for which the Constitution was framed are declared by itself to be "to form a 
more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common 
defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our 
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posterity." 
 

These ends it endeavored to accomplish by a Federal Government, in which each State 
was recognized as an equal, and had separate control over its own institutions. The right of 
property in slaves was recognized by giving to free persons distinct political rights, by giving 
them the right to represent, and burthening them with direct taxes for three-fifths of their slaves; 
by authorizing the importation of slaves for twenty years, and by stipulating for the rendition of 
fugitives from labor. 
 

We affirm that these ends for which this Government was instituted have been defeated, 
and the Government itself has been made destructive of them by the action of the non-
slaveholding States. Those States have assume the right of deciding upon the propriety of our 
domestic institutions; and have denied the rights of property established in fifteen of the States 
and recognized by the Constitution; they have denounced as sinful the institution of slavery; they 
have permitted open establishment among them of societies, whose avowed object is to disturb 
the peace and to eloign the property of the citizens of other States. They have encouraged and 
assisted thousands of our slaves to leave their homes, and those who remain have been incited by 
emissaries, books and pictures to servile insurrection. 
 

For twenty-five years this agitation has been steadily increasing, until it has now secured 
to its aid the power of the common Government. Observing the forms of the Constitution, a 
sectional party has found within that Article establishing the Executive Department, the means of 
subverting the Constitution itself. A geographical line has been drawn across the Union, and all 
the States north of that line have united in the election of a man to the high office of President of 
the United States, whose opinions and purposes are hostile to slavery. He is to be entrusted with 
the administration of the common Government, because he has declared that that "Government 
cannot endure permanently half slave, half free," and that the public mind must rest in the belief 
that slavery is in the course of ultimate extinction. 
 

This sectional combination for the submersion of the Constitution, has been aided in 
some of the States by elevating to citizenship, persons who, by the supreme law of the land, are 
incapable of becoming citizens; and their votes have been used to inaugurate a new policy, 
hostile to the South, and destructive of its beliefs and safety. 
 

On the 4th day of March next, this party will take possession of the Government. It has 
announced that the South shall be excluded from the common territory, that the judicial tribunals 
shall be made sectional, and that a war must be waged against slavery until it shall cease 
throughout the United States. 
 

The guaranties of the Constitution will then no longer exist; the equal rights of the States 
will be lost. The slaveholding States will no longer have the power of self-government, or self-
protection, and the Federal Government will have become their enemy.  

 
Sectional interest and animosity will deepen the irritation, and all hope of remedy is 

rendered vain, by the fact that public opinion at the North has invested a great political error with 
the sanction of more erroneous religious belief.  
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We, therefore, the People of South Carolina, by our delegates in Convention assembled, 
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, have solemnly 
declared that the Union heretofore existing between this State and the other States of North 
America, is dissolved, and that the State of South Carolina has resumed her position among the 
nations of the world, as a separate and independent State; with full power to levy war, conclude 
peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which 
independent States may of right do. 
 
Adopted December 24, 1860 
 
 
Source: Frank Moore, ed. The Rebellion Record (11 vols., New York: G. P. Putnam, 1864) 

1: 3-4. 
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         President Abraham Lincoln to Alexander Stephens 

   

         December 22, 1860 
 
   
          For your own eye only. 
      
        Springfield, Ills. 
            Dec. 22, 1860 
Hon. A. H. Stephens— 
My dear Sir 
 
 Your obliging answer to my short note is just received, and for which please accept my 
thanks.  I fully appreciate the present peril the country is in, and the weight of responsibility on 
me. 
 
 Do the people of the South really entertain fears that a Republican administration would, 
directly, or indirectly, interfere with their slaves, or with them, about their slaves?  If they do, I 
wish to assure you, as once a friend, and still, I hope, not an enemy, that there is no cause for 
such fears. 
 
 The South would be in no more danger in this respect, than it was in the days of 
Washington.  I suppose, however, this does not meet the case.  You think slavery is right and 
ought to be extended; while we think it is wrong and ought to be restricted.  That I suppose is the 
rub.  It certainly is the only substantial difference between us.  Yours very truly. 
 

A. Lincoln 
 
 
Source: Roy P. Basler, ed. The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln (9 vols., New 

Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1953): 4: 160-1.   
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SLAVERY IN THE CONFEDERATE CONSTITUTION

Article I, section 2

“Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several States, which may be
included within this Confederacy, according to their respective numbers, which shall be
determined by adding to the whole number of free persons, including those bound to service for a
term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all slaves.”

*     *     *     *     *
Article I, section 9

“The importation of negroes of the African race from any foreign country other than the
slaveholding States or Territories of the United States of America, is hereby forbidden.”

“Congress shall also have power to prohibit the introduction of slaves from any State not a
member of, or Territory not belonging to, this Confederacy.”

“No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law denying or impairing the right of property in negro
slaves shall be passed.”

*     *     *     *     *
Article IV, section 2

“The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of citizens in the
several States; and shall have the right of transit and sojourn in any State of this Confederacy,
with their slaves and other property; and the right of property in said slaves shall not be thereby
impaired.”

“No slave or other person held to service or labor in any State or Territory of the Confederate
States, under the laws thereof, escaping or lawfully carried into another, shall, in consequence of
any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or labor; but shall be delivered up
on claim of the party to whom such slave belongs, or to whom such service or labor may be due.”

*     *     *     *     *
Article IV, section 3

“The Confederate States may acquire new territory . . . .  In all such territory the institution of
negro slavery, as it now exists in the Confederate States, shall be recognized and protected by
Congress and by the Territorial government; and the inhabitants of the several Confederate States
and Territories shall have the right to take to such Territory any slaves lawfully held by them in
any of the States or Territories of the Confederate States.”
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  President Abraham Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address 

 

      March 4, 1865 
 
 
Fellow-Countrymen: 
 
 At this second appearing to take the oath of the Presidential office there is less occasion 
for an extended address than there was at the first. Then a statement somewhat in detail of a 
course to be pursued seemed fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of four years, during 
which public declarations have been constantly called forth on every point and phase of the great 
contest which still absorbs the attention and engrosses the enerergies [sic] of the nation, little that 
is new could be presented. The progress of our arms, upon which all else chiefly depends, is as 
well known to the public as to myself, and it is, I trust, reasonably satisfactory and encouraging 
to all. With high hope for the future, no prediction in regard to it is ventured.  
 
 On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago all thoughts were anxiously directed 
to an impending civil war. All dreaded it—all sought to avert it. While the inaugural address was 
being delivered from this place, devoted altogether to saving the Union without war, insurgent 
agents were in the city seeking to destroy it without war—seeking to dissol[v]e the Union and 
divide effects by negotiation. Both parties deprecated war, but one of them would make war 
rather than let the nation survive, and the other would accept war rather than let it perish, and the 
war came.  
 
 One-eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distributed generally over 
the Union, but localized in the southern part of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar and 
powerful interest. All knew that this interest was somehow the cause of the war. To strengthen, 
perpetuate, and extend this interest was the object for which the insurgents would rend the Union 
even by war, while the Government claimed no right to do more than to restrict the territorial 
enlargement of it. Neither party expected for the war the magnitude or the duration which it has 
already attained. Neither anticipated that the cause of the conflict might cease with or even 
before the conflict itself should cease. Each looked for an easier triumph, and a result less 
fundamental and astounding. Both read the same Bible and pray to the same God, and each 
invokes His aid against the other. It may seem strange that any men should dare to ask a just 
God's assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat of other men's faces, but let us judge not, 
that we be not judged. The prayers of both could not be answered. That of neither has been 
answered fully. The Almighty has His own purposes. "Woe unto the world because of offenses; 
for it must needs be that offenses come, but woe to that man by whom the offense cometh." If we 
shall suppose that American slavery is one of those offenses which, in the providence of God, 
must needs come, but which, having continued through His appointed time, He now wills to 
remove, and that He gives to both North and South this terrible war as the woe due to those by 
whom the offense came, shall we discern therein any departure from those divine attributes 
which the believers in a living God always ascribe to Him? Fondly do we hope—fervently do we 
pray—that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue 
until all the wealth piled by the bondsman's two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall 
be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with 
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the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so still it must be said "the judgments of the 
Lord are true and righteous altogether."  
 
 With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us 
to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's wounds, to 
care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which 
may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.  
 
Source: Roy P. Basler, ed. The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln (9 vols., New 

Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1953) 8: 332-33. 
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