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QUESTIONS 
Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. 
1. When did the United States commit troops to the war in Vietnam? At what point in the war did Clark 

Clifford write this letter to the president? 
2. Rewrite Clifford’s “one major point” in your own words. 
3. What word does Clifford use to identify what American involvement in Vietnam could become? Look 

that word up in the directory and rewrite the definition in your own words. 
4. Clifford suggests “the constant probing of every avenue” to reach a possible settlement of the war. 

What avenues would you suggest the United States explore instead of committing more ground troops 
to Vietnam?  

5. Reread the last paragraph. Clifford hopes for a fruitful “settlement” to the war in Vietnam. Do you feel 
that a “settlement” is the same outcome as a “victory”? Explain your answer 

 
ACTIVITIES 
1. Clifford compares the Vietnam War to the war in Korea. Research the Korean War and write a brief 

description of it, describing the reasons for the conflict and the outcome. Do you feel that the Vietnam 
War was similar to or different from the Korean War? Explain your answer. 

 


