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v M. CLIFFORD ™
mn CONNECTICOT-AVITHNGE - ja
WasniwaTox, D, C. 20000

May 17, 1865

The President
The White Ecuse

Dear Mr. President:

1 am returning herewith the letter of the Director of Central
Intelligance, dated May 8, 1985, together with enclosures.

1 wish to make one majoer point.

1 believe our ground forces in South Vietnam should be kept
to @ minimum, consistent with the protect ion of our installa-
tions and property in that country. My concermn is that a

; substantial buildup of U. 8. ground troops would be construed
by the Communists, and by the world, as a determination cn
our part to win the war on the ground .

This could be a quagmire. It could turn into an cpen end
commitment on our part that would take more and mere grourd
Lrcops, without a realistic hope of ultimate victory.

_cTo not think the situation is comparable to Kerea. The

\ political posture of the parties invelved, and the physical

| conditions, including terrain, are entirely different.

e
I continue to believe that the constant pro hing of every avenue
leading to a possible settlement will ultimately be fruitful.
It won't be what we wanl, but we can learn te live with it.

Respectiully yours, |

oY L8J LU
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QUESTIONS

Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.

1. When did the United States commit troops to the war in Vietnam? At what point in the war did Clark
Clifford write this letter to the president?

Rewrite Clifford’s “one major point” in your own words.

3. What word does Clifford use to identify what American involvement in Vietnam could become? Look
that word up in the directory and rewrite the definition in your own words.

4. Clifford suggests “the constant probing of every avenue” to reach a possible settlement of the war.
What avenues would you suggest the United States explore instead of committing more ground troops
to Vietnam?

5. Reread the last paragraph. Clifford hopes for a fruitful “settlement” to the war in Vietnam. Do you feel
that a “settlement” is the same outcome as a “victory”? Explain your answer

ACTIVITIES

1. Clifford compares the Vietnam War to the war in Korea. Research the Korean War and write a brief
description of it, describing the reasons for the conflict and the outcome. Do you feel that the Vietnam
War was similar to or different from the Korean War? Explain your answer.
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