
HUMANITIES TEXAS TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP
Fort Worth Museum of Science and History • 1600 Gendy Street • Fort Worth, Texas

7:30–8:15 am:  Check-in and Breakfast

8:15–8:30 am:  Welcome and Opening Remarks

8:30–9:15 am:  Separation of Powers and Federalism
   Joseph F. Kobylka, Southern Methodist University

9:20–10:05 am:  Civil Liberties Cases
   Kevin McGuire, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

10:05–10:25 am:  Break and Group Photo 

10:25–10:35 am:  Humanities Texas Educational Resources 

10:35–11:20 am:  Civil Rights Cases
   Alyx Mark, Wesleyan University

11:25 am–12:10 pm: Criminal Procedure Cases
   Pamela Corley, Southern Methodist University

12:10 –1:00 pm:  Lunch 

1:00 –3:15 pm:  Afternoon Seminars 

3:15–3:30 pm:   Final Announcements

TEACHING LANDMARK SUPREME COURT CASES
Fort Worth • February 28, 2024

Made possible with major funding from the State of Texas, with ongoing support from the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Image: West Facade of the United State Supreme Court Building at dusk, Washington, DC. Photo by Joe Ravi. CC-BY-SA 3.0.



FACULTY

PAMELA CORLEY is associate professor in the political science department at Southern Methodist 
University. She received her JD and PhD from Georgia State University. She specializes in judicial 
politics and American political institutions. Professor Corley is the author of Concurring Opinion 
Writing on the U.S. Supreme Court (SUNY Press, 2010), which is the first systematic examination of 
the content of Supreme Court concurrences. She is also the co-author of The Puzzle of Unanimity: 
Consensus on the United States Supreme Court (Stanford University Press, 2013), which provides the 
first comprehensive account of how the Court reaches consensus. Her most recent book is entitled 
When Dissents Matter: Judicial Dialogue through US Supreme Court Opinions (University of Virginia 
Press, 2023), which presents the first comprehensive study of the effects of dissenting opinions and 
illuminates which types of dissents successfully influence legal and policy debates, which ones fail 
to make a difference, and why. 

JOSEPH F. KOBYLKA is associate professor and chair of the political science department at 
Southern Methodist University (SMU). He earned his BA in government and history at Beloit 
College and his PhD in political science from the University of Minnesota. Since joining the SMU 
faculty in 1983, he has published three books—The Politics of Obscenity, Public Interest Law: An 
Annotated Bibliography, and The Supreme Court and Legal Change: Abortion and the Death Penalty—and 
several journal articles and book chapters. His teaching interests touch on American constitutional 
law and politics, judicial decision-making, and American political thought. He is currently 
finishing a biography of former Supreme Court Justice Harry A. Blackmun and will then turn to 
a study of recent church-state litigation. He assisted in developing the award-winning 2007 PBS 
series The Supreme Court. His “Cycles of American Political Thought”—thirty-six lectures on the 
development of political philosophy in America—was published by The Teaching Company in late 
2006. Selected twice by SMU to give the Opening Convocation Address (2001, 2014) and recipient of 
four SMU research grants and fellowships, he has also won numerous teaching and service awards 
at SMU, including the prestigious Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor Award. He serves as 
faculty advisor to the Honor Council, the Political Science Symposium, and Pi Sigma Alpha.

ALYX MARK is assistant professor of government at Wesleyan University and an affiliated scholar 
of the American Bar Foundation. Her research focuses on how institutions empower and constrain 
legal elites, such as lawyers, judges, and lawmakers, as well as the consequences of institutional 
design decisions for access to justice. She is currently engaged in a project supported by the National 
Science Foundation, the Pew Charitable Trusts, and the American Association of University Women 
on state court responses to the COVID-19  pandemic, as well as studies of judicial behavior in state 
civil courts and of current efforts to reform the regulation of the legal profession in the United 
States. Her work appears in the Law and Society Review, Legislative Studies Quarterly, Political Research 
Quarterly, The Journal of Law and Courts, Georgetown Law Journal, and the Columbia Law Review, among 
other outlets. She received her PhD and MA in political science from The George Washington 
University in 2015 and her BA from Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. 

KEVIN T. MCGUIRE is professor of political science at The University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, where he teaches classes on the U.S. Supreme Court and American constitutional law. He has 
written and edited several books on the Court and judicial behavior. He is currently a co-author 
of the college textbook Constitutional Law for a Changing America. In addition, he has published 
numerous articles on decision-making on the Court. A former Fulbright Scholar at Trinity College, 
Dublin, he received his bachelor’s degree from West Virginia University and his PhD from The Ohio 
State University.


