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All times are listed in Central Time.

January 24 ---------------- The Expansion of “We the People”: Amendments and
5:00–6:15 pm  	 					the	Broadening	of	Suffrage
         Joseph F. Kobylka, Southern Methodist University 

                 
January 31 ---------------- The Fourteenth Amendment: Due Process Clause, 
5:00–6:15 pm        Liberty, and the Right to Privacy
         Laura Moyer, University of Louisville  

February 7 ---------------- The Fourteenth Amendment: Equal Protection Clause
5:00–6:15 pm       Kevin McGuire, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

This webinar is made possible with support from the State of Texas and the National Endowment for the Humanities.
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FACULTY

JOSEPH F. KOBYLKA is associate professor and chair of the political science department 
at Southern Methodist University (SMU). He earned his BA in government and history 
at Beloit College and his PhD in political science from the University of Minnesota. Since 
joining the SMU faculty in 1983, he has published three books—The Politics of Obscenity, 
Public Interest Law: An Annotated Bibliography, and The Supreme Court and Legal Change: 
Abortion and the Death Penalty—and several journal articles and book chapters. His teaching 
interests touch on American constitutional law and politics, judicial decision-making, and 
American political thought. He is currently finishing a biography of former Supreme Court 
Justice Harry A. Blackmun and will then turn to a study of recent church-state litigation. He 
assisted in developing the award-winning 2007 PBS series The Supreme Court. His “Cycles of 
American Political Thought”—thirty-six lectures on the development of political philosophy 
in America—was published by The Teaching Company in late 2006. Selected twice by SMU to 
give the Opening Convocation Address (2001, 2014) and recipient of four SMU research grants 
and fellowships, he has also won numerous teaching and service awards at SMU, including 
the prestigious Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor Award. He serves as faculty 
advisor to the Honor Council, the Political Science Symposium, and Pi Sigma Alpha.

KEVIN T. MCGUIRE is professor of political science at The University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, where he teaches classes on the U.S. Supreme Court and American constitutional 
law. He has written and edited several books on the Court and judicial behavior. He is 
currently a co-author of the college textbook Constitutional Law for a Changing America. In 
addition, he has published numerous articles on decision making on the Court. A former 
Fulbright Scholar at Trinity College, Dublin, he received his bachelor’s degree from West 
Virginia University and his PhD from The Ohio State University.

LAURA MOYER is professor of political science at the University of Louisville, where she 
teaches courses on constitutional law, judicial politics, and research methods. She is the 2023 
co-recipient of the Law and Courts Teaching and Mentoring Award, and her research on the 
federal courts has been funded by the National Science Foundation, cited in testimony before 
Congress, and covered in The Washington Post.  


