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Monday, June 22    ----------------   Origins of the Cold War
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.		  Mark A. Lawrence, LBJ Presidential Library
 

Tuesday, June 23    ----------------   The Cold War and American Society  
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.		  David M. Oshinsky, New York University

Wednesday, June 24    ------------   War and Foreign Engagements of the Cold War
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.		  Mary Ann Heiss, Kent State University 

Thursday, June 25    ---------------   Scientific and Economic Transformations During 	
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.		   the Cold War 
				              	  H. W. Brands, The University of Texas at Austin

Friday, June 26    ------------------   The End of the Cold War and its Legacy
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.		   Jeremi Suri, The University of Texas at Austin

Made possible with support from the State of Texas and the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Image: President Reagan giving a speech at the Berlin Wall, Brandenburg Gate, Federal Republic of Germany, 
June 12, 1987. Courtesy of Ronald Reagan Presidential Library.



H. W. BRANDS was born in Oregon, went to college in California, worked as a traveling salesman in a territory that spanned 
the American West, and taught high school for ten years before becoming a college professor. He is currently the Jack S. 
Blanton Sr. Chair in History at The University of Texas at Austin and is the author of The First American: The Life and Times 
of Benjamin Franklin and Andrew Jackson: His Life and Times, among many other books. Both The First American and his 
biography of Franklin Roosevelt, Traitor to His Class: The Privileged Life and Radical Presidency of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
were finalists for the Pulitzer Prize. His most recent book is The General vs. the President: MacArthur and Truman at the Brink 
of Nuclear War.

MARY ANN HEISS is a specialist in the history of U.S. foreign relations with a particular emphasis on Anglo-American 
relations. She is the author of Empire and Nationhood: The United States, Great Britain, and Iranian Oil, 1950-1954 and 
has published numerous essays in edited collections and professional journals, including the International History Review, 
Diplomatic History, and the Journal of Cold War Studies. She has co-edited volumes on the recent history and future of NATO, 
U.S. relations with the Third World, intrabloc conflict within NATO and the Warsaw Pact, and the national security state and 
the legacy of Harry S. Truman. Cornell University Press will publish her Fulfilling the Sacred Trust: The UN Campaign for 
International Colonial Accountability in the Era of Decolonization later this year. Her ongoing research projects include the first 
extended study of Queen Mary’s Carpet, which toured the United States and Canada in 1950 in an effort to raise dollars for the 
British Treasury, and a comprehensive examination of Cold War presidential foreign policy doctrines. At Kent State University, 
she teaches specialized undergraduate courses in the history of U.S. foreign relations and the global Cold War as well as the 
department’s required courses for history majors. At the graduate level, her teaching interests have focused on the role of 
culture and national identity in foreign relations, particularly how nations construct and project their identities, both at home 
and abroad. Within the larger profession, she is active in the Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations, having 
served on and chaired numerous committees as well as serving terms on both its council and the editorial board of its journal, 
Diplomatic History. She has served on the Harry S. Truman Library Institute’s Board of Directors and as chair of the Institute’s 
Committee on Research, Scholarship, and Academic Relations and has served as president of the Ohio Academy of History. 

MARK ATWOOD LAWRENCE is director of the LBJ Presidential Library and Museum in Austin, Texas. Previously, he was 
associate professor history at The University of Texas at Austin, where he taught classes in American and international history. 
He is author of Assuming the Burden: Europe and the American Commitment to War in Vietnam (University of California Press, 
2005), which won the Paul Birdsall Prize in European Military and Strategic History and the George Louis Beer Prize for 
European international history. In 2008, he published The Vietnam War: A Concise International History (Oxford University 
Press), which was selected by the History Book Club and the Military History Book Club. He has also published several 
edited and coedited books, as well as numerous articles, chapters, and reviews on various aspects of the history of U.S. foreign 
relations. In 2005, he was awarded the President’s Associates’ Award for Teaching Excellence at UT Austin and, in 2019, the 
Silver Spurs Centennial Teaching Fellowship from the UT College of Liberal Arts. Lawrence has held the Cassius Marcellus 
Clay Fellowship at Yale University (2006–2008) and the Stanley Kaplan Visiting Professorship in American Foreign Policy 
at Williams College (2011–2012). He earned his BA from Stanford University and his PhD from Yale University. He is now 
completing a study of U.S. policymaking toward the Third World in the 1960s. 
 
DAVID M. OSHINSKY is the director of the Division of Medical Humanities at New York University School of Medicine 
and a professor in the NYU Department of History. He graduated from Cornell University and obtained his PhD from 
Brandeis University. His many books include A Conspiracy So Immense: The World of Joe McCarthy, which was a New York 
Times Notable Book of the Year; Worse Than Slavery, which won the Robert F. Kennedy Prize for distinguished contribution 
to human rights; Polio: An American Story, which was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in History; and Bellevue: Three Centuries 
of Medicine and Mayhem at America’s Most Storied Hospital, which has won numerous awards. He received the Dean’s Medal 
from the Bloomberg-Johns Hopkins School of Public Health for his distinguished contributions to the field, and Bill Gates 
wrote that Oshinsky’s polio book “strongly influenced the decision that Melinda and I made to make polio eradication the 
number one medical priority of the Gates Foundation.” His articles and reviews appear regularly in the New York Times, the 
Wall Street Journal, the New York Review of Books, and other international publications. The American Experience (PBS) has 
used his McCarthy and Polio books as the basis for two widely acclaimed documentaries.

JEREMI SURI holds the Mack Brown Distinguished Chair for Leadership in Global Affairs at The University of Texas at 
Austin, where he is a professor in the Department of History and the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs. He is the 
author and editor of nine books, most recently: The Impossible Presidency: The Rise and Fall of America’s Highest Office. Suri 
writes for major newspapers, magazines, and blogs around the country. He appears frequently on radio and television. His 
research and teaching have received recognition from the Smithsonian Institution and Princeton Review, among others. In 
2018, he received the President’s Excellence Teaching Award from The University of Texas and the Pro Bene Meritis Award for 
Contributions to the Liberal Arts. Suri hosts a weekly podcast, This is Democracy, on the history and evolution of American 
democracy, aimed especially at young listeners.


